AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 3, 2003
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 10, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 655

Introduced by Assembly Member Liu
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Jackson)

February 19, 2003

An act-te-amend-Sections11001-660610-6-66021-2-66022-66903,

amend-Section-50624-ofthe-Vehicle-Codaating to postsecondary
education.
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AB 655 —2—

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 655, as amended, Liu. Postsecondary educatien—Gatifornia

f i f rCalifornia
Postsecondary Education Commission: Student Aid Commission:
Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education.

Existinglaw known as the Donahoe Higher Education Act, sets forth,
among other things, the missions and functions of California’s public
and independent segments of higher education, and their respective
institutions ofhigher education. Among other things, the act establishes
the 17-member California Postsecondary Education Commission
(CPEC) for, among other purposes, the collection of data pertinent to
the planning and coordination of the higher education system of the
state.

Existing law establishes the Student Aid Commission as the primary
state agency for the administration of state-authorized student financial
aid programs available to students attending all segments of
postsecondary education. Under existing law, the commission, among
other things, administers the Cal Grant Program, the Student
Opportunity and Access Program, the Assumption Program of Loans
for Education, the Graduate Assumption Program of Loans for
Education, the Public Interest Attorney Loan Repayment Program, and
the California State Work-Study Program. The Student Aid
Commission also oversees the state’s participation in the Federal
Family Education Loan Program.

Existing law, known as the Private Postsecondary and Vocational
Education Reform Act of 1989, generally sets minimum standards of
instructional quality, ethical and business practices, health and safety,
and fiscal responsibility for private postsecondary and vocational
educational institutions, as defined. The act establishes the Bureau for
Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education, which, among other
things, is required to review and investigate all institutions, programs,
and courses of instruction approved under the act. By its own terms, the
act is repealed as of January 1, 2005.

This bill would-reeenstittte-CPEC-as-a-9-member-eemmission as of
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changeexpess the intent of the Legislature to consolidate thgram
responsibilities of the Student Aid Commission, the Bureau for Private
Postsecondargind \bcational Education, and CPEC into a single state
entity.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee:—ye®.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Itis the intent of the Legislature to consolidate
the program responsibilities of the Student Aid Commission, the
Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education, and
the California Postsecondary Education Commission +ato the

sion
singlestate entityand, in so doing, accomplish all of the following:

(a) Consolidate within a single state agency key responsibilities
for higher education planning and analysis, program
administration, and information system management.

(b) Establish a strong capacity for independent and objective
higher education policy planning and analysis.

(c) Fully integrate the resources of the private postsecondary
sector, in combination with the public and independent sectors, in
accommodating enrollment growth and finance policies.

(d) Fully integrate student fee policy and financial aid policy
with institutional funding and finance policies.

(e) Establish and maintain a comprehensive higher education
information system, integrating all sectors of postsecondary
education including financial aid, and providing accurate current
and historical data about higher education.

() Take into account the views and perspectives of all
stakeholders, including, but not necessarily limited to, the
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AB 655 4

segments of public postsecondary education and all affected state
agencies.
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AB 655 — 16 —
which—shall-be-—setpursuantto-thefellowing—tnrecome—and- asset

— SandT Eal-GrantB
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